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Importance of Special Education

Special education plays a vital role in the educational system by addressing the unique
learning needs of children with disabilities and learning difficulties. It aims to provide
appropriate educational opportunities so that every child, regardless of physical, sensory,
intellectual, emotional, or learning challenges, can achieve meaningful development and lead
an independent life.

1. Equal Educational Opportunities

Special education ensures that children with disabilities get the same right to education as
other children. That is why special education is necessary to provide equal educational
opportunities.

Example: A child with visual impairment is provided textbooks in Braille and audio format so
that learning is accessible.

2. Individualized Instruction

Each child learns differently. Special education offers Individualized Education Programmes
(IEPs) based on the learner’s needs and ability.

Example: A child with dyslexia, one type of learning disability is given extra time and
phonics-based reading instruction.

3. Develops Potentiality

Special education is also very significant for the children with special needs as it helps to
achieve their best possible academic and personal growth.

Example: A child with intellectual disability is trained in basic numeracy and self-care skills
according to ability level.

4. Promotes Inclusive Education

Special education promotes inclusive approach in education where the children with special
needs can learn with the normal children. It also supports learning in regular schools along
with peers, reducing segregation and develop cooperation and empathy among them.
Example: A child with hearing impairment studies in a normal classroom using a hearing aid
and sign-supported teaching.

5. Enhances Social and Emotional Development



It helps to build self-confidence, independence, and social interaction skills among the person
with disability. So, special education is important specially for them.

Example: A child with autism is taught turn-taking and eye contact through social-skills
training.

6. Teaches Life Skills

Special education focuses on daily living and vocational skills for independent living of
children with special needs. It helps to develop life skills among them which solve their day-
to-day activities.

Example: A student with multiple disabilities is trained in personal hygiene, simple job skills
like packing items, washing hands before and after food.

7. Early Identification and Intervention

Early support reduces learning difficulties among the person with disability. Through special
education, early identification of different disabilities can be done and intervention can also
be provided at the earliest.

Example: Early speech therapy for a child with speech delay helps improve communication
before school age.

8. Use of Special Teaching Aids

Special education allows the teacher to use different types of special techniques, tools, aids,
methods and therapies for treating the such children.

Example: Use of hearing aids for children having hearing impairment or ramps and
wheelchairs for children with physical disabilities.

9. Involvement of Parents and Community

Parents are guided to support learning at home, creating a supportive environment with the
help of special education.
Example: Parents are trained to practice communication exercises with their child at home.

10. Protects Rights and Dignity of Children with Disabilities

Special education ensures education as a fundamental and legal right for the children having
multiple disabilities.

Example: Under the RPwD Act, 2016, children with disabilities receive free and appropriate
education in nearby schools.

Conclusion

Special education is important because it provides equal opportunities, individualized
support, and life skills to help children with special needs live dignified and independent
lives.



